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€. Page 2 manufactured pellets or even coal, most fires trde considered seasoned and ready for burning

¢ Volunteer Pk siillfthe ¢olddaghioned kind, using wood for fuelThe greener the wood the more moisture there is
Page 3 Different types of wood have differenin it and the more creosote will be coating the

9 Trees for C o h hedting \yagjis.iYgu,f,:quld expect to pay mameide of your chimney. Lighter wood also
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often you should clean a chimney Yoa h a t _wh en it comes tvspen aburmgd. IC(aa_hng gualifies arprove avith
cannot base a schedule by the n.umbWPOd in this area, generally Pine, Aspen ahigher density. While hardwoods burn hot, the_y
of years of service, nor can you break | ottonwood, all th.ose woods are at the _bottama also hard to start. Lilghter woods are easiel
’ of the heap when it comes to how much ittake® cut, split and star

dowqtothe.numberofflresyoqhavv? o heat your |l iving beptace or fArecoverable
had in the fireplace. An inspection o cord. o

. . : er
the chimney is required to properl;}) As an example, the wood with the

determine |facle§m|ng 'S reqwreq. reatest BTU potential is Hickory with 19.39 §
You can inspect your chlmneyg . .
mi Il lion recoverable BT

by using your fireplace poker or OtheTs 17.99 million. Ponderosa Pine has 10.64

metal device to scrape away some Of. . .
the black substance (creosote) from the|II|on, Aspen 10.29 million and Cottonwood a

fireplace lining. If the creosote buildupIO altry 9.45 million BT
is papetthin, no cleaning is required. If
the buildup is 1/8 of an inch, you . .
should schedule a cleaning. A buildup Mportant Information Regarding
of 1/8 to 1/4 inch requires an immediate Firewood Use:

cleaning. If there is a buildup of more * po NOT stack your firewood next to your
than 1/4 of an inch, you should not use  house or under your deck.

the fireplace until it has been properly * po NOT EVER put fireplace ashes in a pa-
cleaned. (Make certain to wear eye pro- per or plastic bag or outside on the ground
tection and a dust mask when making even ?n winter! Put them in a covered metal
your inspection.) L

In an emergency call 911...1f there is a fire in your home or on your property
call for help. Give clear directions to your property and leave immediately.




From t he Chi ef é.pewareof Chimne
| Y ) The process ofpaid to train and train on their duty time, Cleaning ScamS

._(l /, training and certifi- volunteer responders train on their owr
‘ S cation of emer-time. This very often requires traveling|[ § Don't fall for low prices. A legitimate

e X " gency services pertong distances and being away from homg company probably won't take a ladder
FS A0 05 sonnel is  neverfor several days. In addition, volunteers off the truck for $39. An inspection

"L \”’ ending. It makesattend local weekly trainings. Our volun- will probably cost about $75, and a

' no difference if theteers make many sacrifices to be able chimney cleaning should go for at
emergency serviceserve this community. least $150 and take at least an hour.

personnel are in a full time paid city de- Our members are certified both at th
partment, a rural volunteer department ostate levels and federal levels. Their certi 1l
combination volunteer/paid departmeftations and qualifications are too numer
such as we have here in Guffey. It makass to list individually here in this limited
no difference if the person is a firefightespace, but a broad overview of them fol
medical responder or a combination of baddws.

as several of the S.P.C.F.P.D. personnelFirefighter | & Il (structural and wild-
are, constant training is needed to stay dand, state and federal); Medical (EMT|l ¢ Check to make sure the company is

Always ask for-- and check-- refer-
ences. Don't let anyone pressure you
into fast action. Shop around and get
two or three bids before you make
your decision regarding which com-
pany to use.

rent. basic through advanced life support) licensed and doesn't have a lot of com-

There is a misconception that rurblazmat; Public Information Officer plaints. Not all areas require licensing,
emergency responders do not have to m@epartmental and federal level); Feders but many do. It may be worthwhile to
the same standards as a city responder. Brg Investigator. Federal wildland fire consider if the chimney sweep is certi-
the laws are clear. We have to meet tipalifications are too numerous to list here fied by the Chimney Safety Institute of
same standards as full time emergency per-When you see a volunteer emergenc America.

sonnel; same training, same certificatiomesponder, please take the time to tha
same standards. The biggest differencdiim or her for their dedication and their| Make sure the company has -qedate
rural personnel do not get the volume pérsonal time spent ensuring your safetly liability insurance. For more information
calls, so ités morwaenybireddihapul t t o ke dp° ti® NitA/www.scambusters.org/
skills sharp. ltds nobodyds fault, | [igimnegepgrntml, ¢
living out in the country. Gene StanleyDistrict Fire Chief

And there is another big difference.
While full time emergency responders are

How to Clean your Fireplace Chimney

You can opt to do this dirty job yourd. Carefully climb up on your roof, taking thehimney. It also serves to keep out rain, small
self if you are comfortable spending time oods and brushes with you. animals and debris.
your roof, buying the required cleaning toos Remove the chimney cap sometimes6. Assemble the chimney rods and brushes
and coming out on the other side of the joblled a spark arrestor and check it foraccording to the equipment manufacturer's
looking like a pair of eyeballs in a coal mineveather damage. The purpose of the chimumingctions.

These instructions appeared on tloap is to keep sparks from escaping yaurRun the brush down the chimney, using a
following website. There is also a link at this short upanddown plunging motion. Some
website to instructions for cleaning the flu of brushes are designed to twist as well.

a wood burning stove and other helpful arti 8. Go back inside the house and use a shor
cles. http://www.ehow.com/how_11052_clea chimney brush to clean the flue, which is the
-fireplace.chimney.htmi pipe that runs between the fireplace and the
chimney.

1. Buy a set of chimney rods and brushes 9. Use a vacuum cleaner or small broom and
the hardware store. dustpan to remove the cold ashes and creosot
2. Change into old clothes and don safel from the fireplace and the damper.
goggles and a dust mask. Lay out a clean tg Y \ 10. Brush the floor and walls of the fireplace
in front of the fireplace. Cover the fireplace > with a stiff, dry scrub brush.
opening with a plastic tarp held on with duc 11. Use the brush to clean the creosote built
tape. Q\ up behind the damper.

N

3. Open the fireplace's damper. This is th 12. Reach through the damper with a vacuum
metal door up inside the fireplace, located ju: hose and vacuum the creosote out of the
above the firebox; it prevents cold air fron ‘'smoke shelf," a cavity behind the fireplace.
entering your home when you don't have \ 13. Vacuum up all of the dust and debris.

fire burning.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Jim Yoder

Thereods a whit e bisypwith tthe fire vehitlehrepairg and lelpimgork, but they still go back for visits and host

of Firehouse #1 with a list of repairs ar@u t his neighbors. tHHdiébrm Iwowa i mmlga no ni na Oni
maintenance needed on all Fire Districtvehirand truck right n o for, abweddingmn August é&nd tit vas @0 dew i
cles. Most of those tasks will be handled dye a d p a n |l ook, Afand gyewedsdr ewi hbal dhiumg d imey unp
Jim Yoder, who holds the official title awwi t h t his i nterviewwtahitngt.od get back her
SPCFPD Chief Engineer, as well as serving Jim and Arlene have only beenihnowads | ong, col d, gr
as a firefighter. southern Parkrefers to the area around Guffey as the
Although County foracouple6banana belt . 0 iPeop
Jimbs a Jvolunteer, of years. Theywhen i tbés 20 degrees
he takes his jop moved here aftei ng and the wind isné:
with the District spending manymor ni ng coffee out on
seriouslpy. A A vacations in the It was one of Jim
position like thisg Colorado Rockies.led Jim to the Fire District. When Lawrence
makes you feg Epps had a fire at his place,
responsiple, o Jim r involved in
told me recently] * \HDUV DJR Vkﬂg Em%e p\artment and
i Wh e n | signed had told me that | was going soon lured Jim into it as
my name on the¢ ..o wel | Heds bee
line, I promised tq to move to Colorado and joingpq ¢ 4 year. It took a while
help my commu the fire department in for Jim to get going, though,
ni ty and I 611 do because while running down
that to the best df *XITHV .G KDYH W\WRIG M(?R@(ﬁllsgb"rc‘)s
my at.)i'l I Lt y, O FUDJ]LHU puQ D SH\ﬁpyFoptip@@reﬂhebrokehls |
Jim is in But J |
an ideal positior jUSt about healed now and
to do the work Jim worked for 30ready to get back to his dirt bike and hiking.

that the Department needs. After initiallyears for a seed company inlowaand marridé 6 s even got a hunti
buying land on Slater Creek, he and his wihelene when he was 19 and she was 18. Thejghbor, which will probably be history by
Arlene settled in their current location aomet when he was working in a repair shtpe time you read this story. He expects hunt-
Witcher Mountain, which just happened mwned by Arl eneds uimgtb ke a lot rrocerchalfarmgig here thandti
career he built and ran large farming equipas in lowa.

ment. The couple has a grown son and four "I've made a lot of good friends here.
grandchil dren. i We Reepted woald have mever enet otlkerwise. h
and sat down in a Starbucks and started looke ver t hought | ' d enj
ing at ads for property. Next thing you knoways when asked what he likes about volun-
here we are. o Ji m &eerithg fér SPGFRDe "If 20 yeard aga someo r
their way into the community with a sigone had told me that | was going to move to
posted on their road inviting their neighbo€olorado and join the fire department in Guf-

to ACi nnamon Rol |l S tey, Uid heeysaid 'YouTewoeamidr yn aopet
neighbors showed up. Arlene obvioustpon,' because | had no ambition to [do] that
knows that fAnothino asalhys | ovind | i ke some
have a large heated building ideal for workiigr om t he oven! 0 If you want to make the world laugh,
on large equipment and vehicles. He calls Family on both sides still lives irtell it your plans.
hi mself 6retiredd b lowa $Stayingkie oyck takes anfttelnfore pl ent y Rita Baysinger
Mark Your Calendars! The If we pull together
Community Holiday Potluck is we can make °“rr§8rr;‘t'y

Holiday activities this year also include a Holi: and ac-

December 17th at the Bull Moose. *1‘* better

day Lighting Contest. The judging will take complish
place after dark on the 17th. Santa will make|a X' difficult
appearance to visit with all the kids...of all aggs goals
This is an All Community Event coordinated i more

part by the SPCFPD Aukxiliary. This year there easily because we are
will be prizes for best residential and best coni- | traveling on the com-

mercial lighting display. bined energy of one an-

other.
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