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     Televised views from a news heli-

copter of angry flames licking around 

the blackened 

skeletons of 

mountain 

homes during 

the Fourmile 

Canyon Fire 

northwest of 

Boulder made 

blood run cold 

in the veins of 

city-dwellers 

and mountain 

residents alike.  

169 homes burned to the ground in the 

awful days beginning midday on Sep-

tember 6th when the fire broke out. In 

addition to the homes destroyed many 

others were damaged, forested hillsides 

were turned to charcoal black and ash-

gray, and cars and busses sagged into 

molten lumps of plastic and metal.  

     Hundreds of mountainside dwellers 

paid the piper for the luxury of living in 

their idea of paradise: the rapidly ex-

panding wildland/urban interface (WUI).  

Within a couple of weeks, the damage 

estimates began to come in. According 

to the Rocky Mountain Insurance Infor-

mation Association (RMIIA), insurance 

losses of $217 million from the Fourmile 

Canyon Fire dwarfed the previous re-

cord of $46.1 million held by the Hay-

man Fire in 2002, even in today’s dol-

lars.  While the Hayman Fire burned 

thousands more acres, the Fourmile Fire 

burned more homes by far, many of 

them, according to the RMIIA, worth 

more than a million dollars each.   

     A tour through part of the burned 

area revealed the same capricious behav-

ior we see with the winds 

of a tornado.  One house 

burned 

to the 

ground with only the 

chimney left to mark 

the sky. But a few feet 

from what had been the 

back door, two flimsy, 

plastic-sheet-covered 

greenhouses rested un-

touched next to a 

wooden fence and gar-

den gate.  
      Fire is a cruel and 

indifferent foe, but millions of research 

dollars have been spent creating com-

mon sense plans and solutions to many 

of the dangers inherent in living, as we 

all do in this district, in the WUI. And 

the information is free. Later in this 

newsletter are simple hints on how to 

make your home and property less vul-

nerable to wildfire and to make it more 

accessible, faster, in an emergency.  

There is also a link to the ―Firewise‖ 

website which is a treasure trove of in-

formation on the subject of living safely 

in the WUI.  

     ―Crisis effect‖ is a word environ-

mental psychologists use to describe the 

feeling people get when they witness 

catastrophes like the Fourmile Canyon 

and Reservoir Road fires.  Everyone gets 

concerned. We who live in similar situa-

tions as 

those who 

suffered 

losses 

pledge to 

make our 

property 

safe: to 

learn 

about 

mitigation 

proce-

dures, 

clean up our yards and gardens, investi-

gate fire-resistant building materials for 

decks, roofs and outbuildings.  Then the 

season passes, the snow falls, and fire 

danger fades from our consciousness.  

The reassuring feeling of ―It can’t hap-

pen here,‖ or ―it can’t happen to us‖ 

takes over and the only fire we worry 

about is the one that goes out in the fire-

place or the stove if we don’t keep feed-

ing it.   

    This year remember the faces of those 

people who stared in horrified disbelief 

at the ruins of their homes. This time, 

don’t put it off…because the next time, 

it could be here and it could be us. 

                                         Rita Baysinger   

Paradise Lost… “...insurance losses of $217 million from 

the Fourmile Canyon Fire dwarfed the pre-

vious record of $46.1 million held by the 

Hayman Fire in 2002.” 

In an emergency call 911...If a wildfire approaches your home call for 

help.  Give clear directions to your property. 
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With each of these semi-annual newslet-

ters I attempt to 

touch on subjects 

that are important 

for you to know as a 

resident of this Fire 

District.  This article 

is no different.  Part 

of my job as District 

Chief is to be sensi-

tive to the community’s culture and diplo-

matic at all times, but at the same time, do 

my best to protect and inform you.   

With this newsletter article I have 

chosen two subjects of critical importance 

if this community is going to continue to 

have adequate emergency services, so I’m 

going to get right to the point. 

Those of you who have read these 

newsletters before may find this a familiar 

message, but please keep reading.  It is of 

vital importance so I’m going to repeat it 

and enlarge upon it.  

When we move from a metropoli-

tan area to a rural area such as ours, 5 

minute response times are simply 

not possible. First, this Fire District is 240 

square miles in size and has only three 

firehouses.  With only three firehouses in 

the District, travel time can be anywhere 

between five minutes and forty-five min-

utes after our responders arrive at the fire-

house, depending on the location of the 

incident. Obviously this lag time can be 

serious.  If your house is on fire, a loved 

one is experiencing a heart attack or 

you’ve been seriously injured, the out-

come may be compromised by the un-

avoidable delay. 

Also, we are a combination de-

partment, meaning all firefighters and 

medical personnel are volunteers except 

for the Chief and Deputy Chief.  These 

two paid officers assure that a command 

officer is on duty at all times.   

When a page goes out for an 

emergency response, regardless of time of 

day or night, volunteers have to drop 

whatever they are doing and respond, usu-

ally from their homes. Emergency re-

sponders take approximately fifteen min-

utes to get to the appropriate firehouse 

before emergency apparatus of any kind 

will start moving towards the emergency.  

 This brings up two important 

questions: 1) are three firehouses enough 

for our district and 2) why don’t we have 

volunteers closer to our firehouses?  This  

240 square mile District should be served 

by a minimum of six firehouses. The ar-

eas seriously lacking firehouses are the 

C.R. 600 area, up C.R. 71 and the C.R. 

100 areas.  The main reason we don’t 

have fire stations in those areas is a lack 

of volunteers to staff them.  Why have a 

firehouse when the volunteers are driving 

all the way from Guffey and beyond to 

get to the equipment? We need residents 

in those areas willing to step up and vol-

unteer their time to train and become fire 

or medical responders.  Stations equipped 

with even the best equipment are useless 

without nearby volunteers to answer an 

emergency call.   

                                 Continued on page 3 

          

From the Chief…. 

                                      

The importance of complying 

with open fire burn restrictions and local 

burn permit requirements have been em-

phasized, this summer, by the devastating 

affect of wild fires in Colorado and other 

western states.   This article is intended 

as a reminder to all SPCFPD residents 

that a ―Burn Permit‖ is required for any-

thing beyond a small campfire.  A ―Burn 

Permit” may be obtained by calling our 

Fire Station at 689-9479.  These permits 

itemize the site conditions, which must 

exist, and the burn conditions to which 

the applicant must agree.  The Fire Dis-

trict must perform a no charge inspection 

of the burn site before a permit will be 

issued.  It should be emphasized that it is 

the responsibility of the applicant to 

contact the Park County Communications 

Office at 836-4121 before igniting the 

burn to assure that there is no ―Burn 

Ban‖ in effect and to alert the County of 

potential 911 smoke reports from the fire. 

―Burn Bans” are imposed by the 

local Fire District or by the Board of 

County Commissioners.  During these 

bans there are severe restrictions on any 

open fires.  When these burn bans are in 

effect, signs will be posted on State Road 

9 and County Roads 59, 88, 102 and at 

Fire Station 1.  The Flume and our local 

Fire District Web Site 

(www.guffeyfire.net) will also have cur-

rent burn restriction information.  The 

fine imposed by the County for violating 

―Burn Ban‖ restrictions in Park County is 

$1,000 as some Guffey residents recently 

learned. 

Not often but, incidents have oc-

curred in which SPCFPD Fire personnel 

have arrived at a reported fire scene and 

been met with a locked gate and advised 

by the property owner that it was private 

property and access was denied.  A re-

cent clarification of State law applying to 

these situations was made by the District 

Attorney’s Office, which authorizes 

―peace officers‖ to defeat locked gates 

and to go onto private property to allow 

fire personnel access to the property.  

The law: CRS 18-8-104 Obstructing a 

peace officer, firefighter, emergency 

medical services provider, rescue special-

ist, or volunteer reads:  

“1) (a) A person commits ob-

structing a peace officer, fire-

fighter, emergency medical ser-

vices provider, rescue specialist, 

or volunteer when by using or 

threatening to use violence or, 

force, physical interference, or 

an obstacle, such person know-

ingly obstructs, impairs, or hin-

ders the prevention, control or 

abatement of fire by a fire-

fighter, acting under color of his 

or her official authority.”  
For further information on any of 

these reminders, please contact your 

SPCFPD Fire Chief at 689-9479. 

Burn Permits and Burn Restrictions—Very Serious Business 



  

 

 

 

 

People who live in or on the out-

skirts of a city take emergency services for 

granted.  They call 911 and a group of 

paid, full time firefighters and medical 

personnel are there to answer the call.  

Right now the S.P.C.F.P.D. has the bare 

minimum of trained and dedicated volun-

teers necessary to provide adequate ser-

vice to you and your neighbors at the fire-

houses we have. Should volunteer num-

bers fall, you might find yourself waiting 

for help from Teller County, Woodland 

Park, Lake George, Hartsel or Fairplay. 

This is especially true of medical re-

sponse. Should volunteer numbers in-

crease, on the other hand, we could begin 

to look at adding firehouses in areas that 

are now underserved.  

A volunteer fire department is a 

―Team.‖  That ―Team‖ consists of the Fire 

District, which furnishes the administra-

tion, facilities, equipment, training and 

buildings, and most importantly, volun-

teers from the community. When any 

―Team‖ doesn’t have enough members, 

the result is always disappointing.  In the 

case of our volunteer fire and rescue 

―team‖ it means ineffective emergency 

service.    

 One last point I’d like to make on 

this subject. The tradition of neighbors 

helping neighbors is a cherished and long-

held tradition in rural areas of the West. If 

you really care about your friends, 

neighbors, community and your loved 

ones, and you’re depending on the ―Other 

Guy‖ to help, you might be tragically dis-

appointed.  For the ―Team‖ to work, it 

requires an entire community effort.  

There is also indisputable evidence that 

people who volunteer are happier, health-

ier and live longer than those who don’t.  

What’s not to like about that statistic? 

 

 The last subject I’ll address from 

my soapbox is another extreme problem 

that exists in this Fire District: the lack of 

readable addresses at your driveway en-

trances. Believe it or not, even though you 

know where you live, we don’t.  Except 

for a few neighbors and friends, nobody 

has a clue who lives up that long dark 

driveway, especially at night. Not being 

able to find your house could extend our 

response time an additional 5, 10 or even 

15 minutes. This extra time on top of our 

nor-

mal 

re-

sponse time could make the difference 

between life and death. 

 Address signs need to be in plain 

sight, easily visible day or night, with re-

flective numbers at least 4‖ high.  

Another related problem that ex-

ists is that a lot of Home Owner Associa-

tions do not put up street name signage at 

intersections within their sub-divisions.  

This is their responsibility. Be proactive 

with your Home Owners Association and 

pressure them to put up street signs.  It’s 

your safety that is being jeopardized. 

Signs can be purchased from some hard-

ware stores and address signs can also be 

purchased from the S.P.C.F.P.D.  

 As we enter another fall and win-

ter season, we’d like to assure you that if 

you call for help, your friends and 

neighbors who are members of the 

S.P.C.F.P.D. will be there to help you as 

quickly as possible. If you are interested 

in joining us and becoming a volunteer, 

you can check us out at any Tuesday night 

training session.  We train every Tuesday 

night at Station #1 in Guffey at 7:00 PM.  

Training sessions are always open to the 

public and you are welcome to attend.   

Thank you. 

  

Gene Stanley—District Fire Chief 

 

If we 

pull to-

gether  

we can 

make our 

community 

better and 

accomplish difficult goals 

more easily because we 

are traveling on the com-

bined energy of one an-

other. 

From the Chief cont. from p. 2 

Which sign 
shows up best? 

Readable day or night. 
Numbers at least 4” high. 

“Except for a 
few neighbors 

and friends, 
nobody has a 

clue who lives 
up that long 

dark driveway, 
especially at 

night.”  
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The Guffey based SPCFPD has received 

part of the emergency supplies to stock the 

newly designated emergency shelter in the 

Guffey Community building, according to 

Chief Gene Stanley. 

 The Guffey Community building 

is a county owned building and the county 

is supplying cots, blankets, MRE’s, and 

bottled water to provide emergency shelter 

for up to twenty people.  The supplies will 

be stored in the old nurse’s room in the 

building according to Stanley. 

 In the late 1980’s, the Guffey resi-

dents got a grant and built the Guffey 

Community building with the help of the 

Colorado Department of Corrections.  The 

Guffey Community Association (GCA) 

was formed to oversee the building and 

the building was given to the county.  The 

county required a room for the county vis-

iting nurse to use when she came to Guf-

fey, according to GCA records. 

 Later, when the county nurse 

started coming to Guffey less and less, the 

GCA asked the county and got permission 

to use the old nurse’s room for other pur-

poses, according to GCA minutes.  The 

room will be a perfect place to store the 

emergency shelter supplies, said Stanley. 

 All this is a result of two incidents 

in March of this year involving the 

SPCFPD and the problem of housing 

stranded motorists overnight. 

 In the first incident March 14th, 

SPCFPD fire board member Amy Mason, 

whose house was very near the incident, 

graciously housed and fed the eight 

stranded motorists. 

 In the second incident on March 

21st, 15 people became mired axel-deep in 

mud on a back road near Guffey and fi-

nally were housed in the Guffey Commu-

nity building overnight with minimal sup-

plies.  Stanley had requested aid from the 

Red Cross and Park County emergency 

services, but was turned down by both, he 

said. 

 Stanley said the Red Cross has 

apologized for not responding and Stanley 

now has a 24/7 emergency phone number 

if ever needed again. 

 Joan Le Page, SPCFPD major and 

head of ambulance operations, said the 

department is still in need of local resi-

dents who would be interested in supervis-

ing future stranded people to call the fire 

department at: 719-689-9479. 
              

  Reprinted from the Fairplay Flume,       

 May 28, 2010 

Supplies Arrive for New Shelter by Flip Boettcher (see Stranded p. 6) 

The national Firewise Communities program is an interagency program designed to en-
courage local solutions for wildfire safety by involving homeowners, community leaders, 
planners, developers, firefighters, and others in the effort to protect people and property 
from the risk of wildfire. The Firewise Communities program is sponsored by the National 
Wildfire Coordinating Group’s Wildland/Urban Interface Working Team, a consortium of 
wildland fire agencies that includes the USDA Forest Service, the Department of the Inte-
rior, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, the National Emergency Management Association, the US Fire Administration, 
the National Association of State Fire Marshals, the National Fire Protection Association, 
and state forestry organizations. For more information, visit www.firewise.org. 

Here It Comes…

There It Goes! 

 

Attendees at this summer’s Fire 

District Picnic and Barbecue provided by 

the Auxiliary on July 27th  were expecting 

an impressive crew of invited guests to 

make an appearance.  The Flight for 

Life® Helicopter was circling Fire House 

#1 as the steaks sizzled on the barbeque. 

Everyone was waiting for the cloud of 

dust to rise, signifying the landing of the 

big emergency medical chopper.  Then, 

just as quickly as it came, the helicopter 

flew away. The crew sent a radio message 

that the barbecue was going to have to 

take second place to an emergency flight 

to somewhere else in their service area. 

Although the crowd gathered for 

the barbecue was sorry to see the helicop-

ter and it’s crew fly away without setting 

down, almost everyone in the crowd 

could sympathize.  Interrupting personal 

time is just what emergency responders 

do when they’re needed.  Fortunately 

there was no call-out during the SPCFPD 

Barbecue, but if there had been, the Dis-

trict’s Emergency Responders would have 

put aside the fun and good food, donned 

their turn-out gear and headed off to han-

dle whatever emergency was threatening 

the life or property of their neighbors.   

Flight For Life® Colorado, oper-

ating out of Denver, Frisco, Pueblo and 

Colorado Springs, is part of the emer-

gency transport services of Centura 

Health. Staffed with highly trained nurses, 

paramedics, EMT-Bs and respiratory 

therapists, Flight For Life® Colorado is 

able to handle all patients in need of air 

ambulance medical transport, or ground 

transport by the Critical Care Ground 

Transport ambulance. The nearest chop-

per to Guffey flies out of Colorado 

Springs. 
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You’ll be amazed at 
what you’ll find at 
www.firewise.org 
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Rita Baysinger 

Flip Boettcher 

Jan Breslin 

Will Burkhardt 

Dale Cox 

Lawrence Epps 

Don Felton 

Harry Gintzer 

Jim Ivey 

Donavon Johnson 

Joan LePage 

Larry LePage 

John Machan 

Aaron Mandel 

Larry Marvin 

Karen Paupore 

Randy Quick 

Don Rocksted 

Gordon Scott 

Seth Stahlman 

Gene Stanley 

Dave Tilton 

Kevin Vermillion 

Donna West 

Randy West 

Kent Wierman 

Jim Yoder 

The people below 

are on the roster of 

the Southern Park 

County Fire Pro-

tection District.  

All  but two of 

them are volun-

teers.  We’d like to 

see your name on 

this list.  Become a 

volunteer.   

Take a Minute to Meet   

Deputy Chief Don Felton  
 Don Felton, newly minted 

Deputy Chief of the Southern Park 

County Fire Protection District 

loves his job.  He spends his time 

learning the care and feeding of the 

many emergency vehicles that the 

District must 

maintain to 

make sure 

that when the 

911 call 

comes in, re-

sponse isn’t 

delayed by a 

cranky en-

gine, water 

tender or 

medical res-

cue unit. He 

also enjoys 

keeping the door of the Guffey Fire-

house open for folks to drop by, 

have a cup of coffee and talk.  Don 

took over the position of Deputy 

Chief on May 7th. 

 Don has an almost insatia-

ble thirst for learning.  While he is a 

fully trained Emergency Medical 

Technician, and already qualified 

for his new position, he is consider-

ing going back to school to get his 

degree in Fire Science at Colorado 

Springs Community College.  Dis-

trict Chief Gene Stanley has warm 

praise for Felton.  ―Don always 

goes above and beyond his basic 

responsibilities for the benefit of the 

community and the Fire District.‖  

The fact that, in addition to going 

out on emergency calls, Don gener-

ally works a full 40-hour week for 

his 20-hour per week paycheck, is 

proof of that devotion.  

 Don lived in Texas for his 

first 19 years and you can still hear 

a bit of the soft-spoken Texan in his 

voice.  He has made an adventurous 

life for himself.  He left the Marine 

Corps after a four-year tour of duty 

just before the Vietnam War and 

studied Printing Management.  

Later he and his wife Barbara set-

tled in Colorado Springs and raised 

their family.  In the Springs he 

found a professional home for over 

20 years as a printer at the Air 

Force Academy.  

 In line with his inclination 

towards service, he also joined the 

Colorado National Guard and spent 

almost 30 years working on training 

missions to coun-

tries around the 

world including 

Thailand, Korea, 

the Philippine 

Islands, Oki-

nawa, Malaysia, 

Guam, Hawaii, 

and Alaska.  And 

though he missed 

the Vietnam War, 

after 9/11 he 

spent a tour in 

Afghanistan and 

went with the Guard to help after 

the earthquake in Haiti.  

 In addition to his full-time/

part-time job, Don and Barbara en-

joy their rural lifestyle by keeping 

horses.  Don is busy building a coop 

for his chickens and still has time to 

nurture his coin collection and keep 

track of their dog, and a family of 

13 cats, 12 of them black. The cats 

are adventurous like Don.  ―They 

only show up to eat and sleep,‖ he 

says, other than that, they’re free 

spirits. 

 Don feels free, too, in his 

current stage of life.  After working 

set hours for so much of his life, 

he’s enjoying the luxury of taking 

the dog for a walk in the morning 

and then meeting the day’s duties 

on his own schedule. He often calls 

Barbara and meets her for lunch at 

one of the local restaurants.  It 

seems likely Don will never run out 

of things to keep him busy, because 

for him, every day is still an adven-

ture.   

 

Look for more profiles in up-

coming issues of The Fire-

House Dispatch. 

 

 

 

HATS OFF... 
to Seth Stahlman & Randy 
Quick for maintaining  the 
SPCFPD Website  
Extraordinaire: 
www.Guffeyfire.net.  It and 
they are valuable  
community resources!   

Copies are also 
mailed to those with a 
"Guffey, CO 80820" 
mailing address.  If you 
do not currently re-
ceive the newsletter in 
the mail and would like 
to, please provide us 
with your mailing ad-
dress.   

Copies of our newslet-
ters are available online 
at our web site 
www.Guffeyfire.net (on the 
"Public Notices" page) and 
(in limited quantities) at the 
Library and Fire Station.   



Spotlight on Volunteers 

Firefighter Don Rocksted 
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 Don Rocksted didn’t know any-

thing about being a firefighter or working 

for a volunteer fire department when he 

showed up to his first Tuesday night 

training meeting at the Guffey Firehouse 

in July, 2007.  But the department wel-

comed him and, as promised, got 

him trained to undertake an im-

portant role in his  community. 

The department sent him to 

Western State College in Gunni-

son to take his Basic Wildland 

Firefighting and Wildfire Behav-

ior classes.  Now, according to 

Chief Gene Stanley, as a certified 

Firefighter 1, he’s one of the 

most reliable members on the 

roster of the Southern Park 

County Fire Protection District.  

―He’s always coming up with 

good suggestions and helping to 

improve the Department,‖ says 

Chief Stanley, ―he asks questions 

and likes to learn new stuff.‖ 

 Don and his wife Elaine moved 

to Guffey full time in July, 2006 to live 

in the home Don helped his father build 

in Pike Trails in the 1970s after Don got 

out of the Air Force.  Their three chil-

dren, a son and two daughters are all 

married and living in the Denver Area.  

Don attended the University of Texas at 

Arlington, studying electrical engineering 

and worked as a Xerox Service Techni-

cian for more than 30 years in Denver.   

When that was over he was ready for 

some solitude.  ―I was ready to escape the 

mobs of people you deal with in a large 

city,‖ he said during a recent interview at 

the firehouse.  ―A big draw was a house 

with no mortgage and I like the area.‖ 

 Don joked that he volunteered 

because Elaine wanted him out of the 

house, but it’s obvious that Don feels a 

connection and a commitment to his 

community.  He now fights structure as 

well as wildland fires, helps out with 

medical emergencies and traffic inci-

dents.  He’s a quiet man who keeps a 

cool head in situations that can often be 

emotional and difficult for people who 

are traumatized or suffering through per-

sonal losses.   

 Don shares Chief Gene Stanley’s 

concern about keeping a sufficient num-

ber of volunteers active in the District.  

―The more people who volunteer, the 

more the work load is reduced on 

each individual.‖  He says his fam-

ily is understanding ―most of the 

time‖ when he has to leave to help 

someone in their community who 

needs emergency assistance.   

 Don and Elaine travel out 

of the area occasionally to visit fam-

ily, but Elaine is an on-line teacher 

and that keeps her close to home.  

Don feels that his volunteer work 

has really made him a part of the 

community. ―I’ve met a lot of peo-

ple I’d never have gotten to know 

working for the S.P.C.F.P.D., and 

come to see beautiful places in this 

district I never even knew existed.‖  

 One of Don’s other volun-

teer involvements is as a friend of the 

Guffey Library.  And how long does Don 

Rocksted plan to continue volunteering?  

‖As long as I’m breathing,‖ he answered. 

 

Look for more Volunteer Spotlights in 

future issues of The FireHouse Dispatch.  
 

 

Stranded Motorists in Guffey by Flip Boettcher  

 Within just three weeks in 

March, the Guffey-based SPCFPD had to 

deal with the problem of housing 

stranded motorists in three separate inci-

dents. 

 The first non-injury incident oc-

curred on March 14th, during a snow-

storm, when one of two vehicles travel-

ing together, skidded on the ice and 

struck the guardrail.  Because of slowing 

traffic for the accident, two semi-trucks 

were unable to make it up a slight, icy 

incline, and jack knifed at right angles 

across the road sliding back down, effec-

tively closing Highway 9. 

 According to Deputy Chief 

Aaron Mandel, two tow trucks would be 

needed to clear the road.  Tow trucks are 

ordered by CSP, usually once they arrive 

on scene and size up the incident.  This 

night though, due to the snowstorm and 

miscommunications, it took eight hours 

to get the proper tow trucks to the scene 

and clear everything out. 

 Highway 9 finally reopened 

again at 3:00 am, leaving the eight Tai-

wanese motorists stranded for the rest of 

the night.  Not to mention the ten hours 

of on scene time for the responding vol-

unteer firefighters. 

 According to Mandel, this inci-

dent could have been at least four hours 

shorter for the volunteers and Highway 9 

reopened much sooner with the timely 

arrival of law enforcement and the proper 

tow trucks being ordered. 

 As fate would have it, Guffey 

resident and fire department board mem-

ber Dr. Amy Mason, upon returning from 

Denver found that she could not get to 

her house either because of the closed 

highway.  Once the highway reopened, 

Mason volunteered to house and feed the 

eight stranded Taiwanese at her house for 

the rest of the night. (continued on page 7) 

  



Stranded Taiwanese Students  

Send Their Thanks 

 The next incident occurred on March 21st, when fifteen 

people – men, women and children between the ages of 2 and 

50, in two large vehicles, became hopelessly mired in the mud 

way out on Greta Valley Road, on their way to Cripple Creek.  

They actually had been following their GPS unit for directions to 

Cripple Creek. 

 The mud was so deep, no one could get within a half 

mile of the vehicles and they had to be abandoned for the night 

to be pulled out the next morning when the ground would be 

more solid.  That left fifteen stranded people who had to walk 

the half mile to the responding fire department vehicles, but no 

where to stay for the night.  There are no motels in or anywhere 

near Guffey. 

 Chief Gene Stanley first called the Red Cross for help, 

but was turned down because they just couldn’t help. 

Stanley then called the Guffey Community Charter School to see 

about housing the people there, but school principal Pam Moore 

said they just could not house the motorists overnight.  The 

GCCS is a designated Red Cross shelter for disaster evacuations 

only, like forest fires, said Moore. 

Finally, the fifteen stranded motorists were taken to the Guffey 

community center where they made do and spent the night. 

 Rita Mick graciously opened up her restaurant’s kitchen 

and cooked dinner and next morning’s breakfast for the group 

and the fire department auxiliary paid for the food.  The Emer-

gency Services Council has already reimbursed the auxiliary for 

the food money, said Stanley. 

   

The Guffey community center is not a designated shelter, but 

it is a county building and there needed to be someone to su-

pervise the group overnight.  For whatever reasons, the 

county could not send anyone leaving several volunteer fire-

fighters having to stay overnight with the stranded group.  

These duties would normally be handled by the sheriff’s de-

partment or the CSP said Stanley. 

 Come to find out, the county has an emergency trailer 

stocked with cots, pillows, blankets, water, and MRE’s 

parked at the Northwest fire station and trained people avail-

able to supervise stranded people.  Just what SPCFPD fire 

department needed that night, but no one they talked to knew 

about the trailer. 

 At a meeting of the county emergency services on 

March 23rd, attended by CSP, the sheriff’s department, sev-

eral district fire chiefs, the county communications center, the 

new emergency manager Brian Foltz, CDOT, county com-

missioner John Tighe, among others, Stanley addressed the 

issues, problems and responsibilities for stranded motorists, 

ordering tow trucks to incidents and lack of or slow law en-

forcement response to incidents in the Guffey area leaving 

volunteer firefighters to fill-in. 

 The fire department, with the consent of the Guffey 

Community Association (they care take and oversee the com-

munity building), would like to see the county stock the com-

munity center with emergency supplies for sheltering people 

in case of similar needs in the future (see related story on 

page 2). 

 The very evening of the emergency services meeting, 

another vehicle with two people became mired in the Greta 

Valley Road mud, using their GPS unit to guide them to Crip-

ple Creek.  GPS units do not seem to work up in the Guffey 

area. 

Fortunately, Dale Cox, a homeowner near the mired vehicle, 

was home and able to house the couple overnight until the 

tow truck could get them out the next morning.  People are 

starting to call the area the Greta Valley triangle. 

 All the stranded motorists were very appreciative to 

have some kind of housing for their overnight stay.  Thanks 

to everyone who helped.  A copy of the email sent to Dr. Ma-

son from one of the stranded Taiwanese students: 

  

 ―Dear all of you, 

  Eight taiwanese stayed in Guffey town on March 14. 

 Thanks for your help. 

 We appreciate it. 

 You let us feel Americans' warmthness. 

 Appreciate all your efforts again. 

 Without you that night, maybe we will have more  

 serious things on us. 

 Thank you. 

   

 Regards, 

 Lucy‖ 

 

Reprinted from the Fairplay Flume, 

April 9, 2010 

Stranded (continued from page 6) 

In addition to an email sent to their host, the students mailed a  

thank you note to the  community that helped them. 
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Kid’s  
Korner 

 

4th Quarter Training Schedule 
October 

2nd Fire-Saturday- Driver & Equipment Training-Chief 

 Engineer Ivey 

5th  Fire- Station #3-Driver & Equip. Training- Major 

 LePage/C.E. Ivey 

12th  Fire- S.C.B.A. Refresher- Captain Mandel 

19th Combo- ALS for BLS-Chief Stanley 

26th Medical- Emergency Care for Colostomy Pts. &  

 related subjects– Comm. Officer Scott 

November 

2nd Fire- Sta. #2- Driver & Equipment Training- C.E. 

 Ivey &  Firefighter/EMT Breslin 

9th Fire- Ladders/Christmas Lights- Lt. Quick/ Aux. 

 Pres. Tilton 

16th  Combo- Auto Extrication- Capt. Randy West 

23rd Medical- Off- Thanksgiving Holiday 

30th Medical- OB/GYN- Jeff Idleman 

December 

7th Fire- Dangers to Firefighters-Light weight building 

 construction-Chief Stanley 

14th Annual Communicable Diseases Review- Chief 

 Stanley 

21st  OFF--Holidays 

28th  OFF--Holidays 
 

Christmas Light Contest: The 

SPCFPD Auxiliary is sponsoring a Christ-

mas Light contest, with a perpetual award 

going to the business or residence judged as 

having the best lights.  We hope to make this 

an annual event. 

 

Fire Department and Auxiliary 

Members Potluck: November 20th 5 

p.m. at Station 1. We will be decorating  

Station 1 with exterior lights for Christmas. 

 

Community Christmas  

Potluck: December 18th 7 p.m. at the 

Bull Moose.  Santa will be in attendance and 

there will be presents for the kiddos. Winners 

of the Guffey Christmas Lights contest will 

be announced.  The Bull Moose has offered 

the use of their building and their Christmas 

party will follow ours.   

 

SPCFPD Auxiliary Members      

Jan Breslin 

Sandra and Dale Cox 

Barbara and Don Felton 

Hope Juda 

Karen Frerich 

Susan Geiger 

Deb Hotovy and Jim Ivey 

Nancy and John Klima 

Ellen Kremkus 

Joan and Larry LePage 

Angie Machan 

Mary Maxon 

Diane and Bernie Mann 

Kathy Mikesell and Doug S. 

Vonne and Bruce Mohr 

Judy and Randy Quick 

Elaine and Don Rocksted 

Linda and Harry Stanley 

Davis Tilton 

Doris Schoepf and Nancy Vasquez 

Joy Oliver 

Dawn and Clara Vermillion 

 

The purpose of the SPCFPD Auxiliary is to 

support the SPCFPD, especially in times of 

extended emergency service.  Won’t you 

join us? Membership application on cover 

page. 

SPCFPD Auxiliary News 



STATE OF COLORADO )   BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

) ss OF THE SOUTHERN PARK COUNTY  

COUNTY OF PARK  )  FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 

Resolution declaring opposition to  

Proposition 101 and Amendments 60 and 61.  

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 Resolution #9/10-02 

 

WHEREAS, Proposition 101 and Amendments 60 and 61 have been certified for the November, 2010 ballot by the Colorado 

Secretary of State; and  

 

WHEREAS, the passage of Proposition 101, Amendment 60 and/or Amendment 61 would put significant new restrictions on 

the ability of the State of Colorado and local governments, including special districts, to perform their essential and beneficial services; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, Proposition 101, if passed by the voters, will seriously reduce tax revenue available to state and local govern-

ments; and 

 

WHEREAS, Amendment 60, if passed, will eliminate a district's authority to certify tax rates previously approved by its vot-

ers, limit the duration of future voter-approved tax increases, restrict tax increase elections to November of each year, allow citizens to 

petition at any time to lower property taxes, and otherwise impact the ability of a district to fund its services; and  

 

WHEREAS, Amendment 61, if passed, will place significant new restrictions on district borrowing that is necessary, from 

time to time, to fund the replacement and expansion of facilities and the acquisition of essential equipment, and will require a reduction 

of tax revenues upon the full repayment of financing in an amount equal to the average repayment cost of the financing, even if the obli-

gation was not repaid with taxes;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, the SOUTHERN PARK COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, by and through its Board of Di-

rectors, hereby declares its full opposition to Proposition 101 and Amendments 60 and 61.     

 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this second day of September, 2010, by the Board of Directors of the Southern Park County Fire 

Protection District, Park County, Colorado. 

 

 

                              Sam Calanni, Chairman of the Board  

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

  

The undersigned secretary of the Southern Park County Fire Protection District certifies that the foregoing Resolution is a true, 

complete and correct copy of a Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Southern Park County Fire Protection District duly and regu-

larly entered by the Board at its regular public meeting held on September 2, 2010. 

 

 

      Richard Rogers, Secretary to the Board 

 
 

The original signed version of the resolution is on file as part of the  

District's official records. 
  

 

SPCFPD Board Resolution Opposing Ballot Issues That Threaten  

Adequate District Funding 
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 Use non-combustible construction materials, such as stucco, brick, and fiber cement siding. 

 Consider using Class-A asphalt roof shingles, clay tile, or slate roofing materials. 

 Prune all trees so the lowest limbs are six to 10 feet from the ground and remove dead or overhanging branches. 

 Within five feet of the home, use nonflammable landscaping materials, such as rock, pavers, annuals, and high-moisture-content  

 perennials. 

 Select low-growing plants with high moisture content that are free of resins, oils, or waxes that burn easily. 

 Remove leaves and pine needles from gutters and around your home and attachments, such as decks and fences. 
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Tips to help make your home and property less vulnerable to wildland fire: 
Wildland fire is a natural process, and is necessary for the survival of many plants and animals. But no one wants to see homes lost to 

fire. If you live near wildlands or have recently experienced extremely dry conditions, your home may be at risk. Unfortunately, once a 

wildfire starts, firefighters may not have the time or resources to protect every home in its path. However, you can take action to pro-

tect your home before a fire starts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Program’s Firewise Communities team recommends you improve your ―home ignition 

zone‖—the house and surrounding area within 100 to 200 feet. Following are steps you can take to reduce a home’s vulnerability:  

 

 Detailed landscape techniques and building construction choices 

are online at www.firewise.org. Contact your fire department or 

state forestry office for specific local fire information. Contact a 

landscape specialist for low-flammability plants for your area. 

 There are no guarantees that a home will be fireproof. But if you 

take action to be firewise, you can greatly increase the chances that 

your home will withstand a wildfire. 

 Go to www.firewise.org and learn more ways to be Firewise. 
 

 

 

Fact...Wildfire will find the weakest links in the de-

fense measures you have taken on your property. 

Fact...The primary determinants of a home’s ability 

to survive wildfire are its roofing material and the qual-

ity of the ―defensible space‖ surrounding it. 

Fact...Even small steps to protect your home and 

property will make them more able to withstand fire. 

Fact...It’s important to consider these measures for all 

of your property, not just the immediate vicinity of the 

house. 





 

To Our Wonderful Sponsors 



Our sponsors support us, so please  
SUPPORT OUR  SPONSORS! 



Southern Park County  
Fire Protection District 

(SPCFPD) 
PO Pox 11 

1745 Park County Rd 102 
Guffey, CO 80820-0011 

 
Phone: 719-689-9479 

E-Mail: spcfpd2@wildblue.net 
Website: www.guffeyfire.net 

 

Postal Patron 

Guffey, CO 80820 

No  
Fire 
Too 
Small. 

 

 

SPCFPD Board of Directors 

Chairman:   Sam Calanni    719-837-2808 
President:   Flip Boettcher    719-429-3361 
Treasurer:   Anita Long    719-689-7732 
Public Relations:   Amy Mason, DVM    719-689-2262 
Director:    Harry Gintzer, Capt USN Ret.  719-689-3538 

 Secretary to the Board:  Richard Rogers 
Fire Chief :  Gene Stanley     Deputy Chief: Don Felton 

Go to 

WWW.GUFFEYFIRE.NET 

For everything you need to know 
about: 

 Fire Danger 

 Burn Bans 

 Burn Permits 

 Health & Safety Information 

 Upcoming Events 

 District Board Minutes  
        & Meetings 

 FireHouse Dispatch On-Line 

 District News Releases 

 Training Sessions & Topics 

 Department Rosters 

 Hot Topics 

 Photographs 

The FireHouse Dispatch is a publication in the public interest of the Southern 
Park County Fire Protection District. The Board of Directors would like to thank 
all the advertisers and donors who make this newsletter possible.  Please con-
sider advertising in future editions. 


