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Winter Ready, Winter Warm, Winter Safe 

 One of the best things about winter, 

with or without gently falling snow, is a nice 

fire. While a fire these days can use natural gas, 

manufactured pellets or even coal, most fires are 

still the old fashioned kind, using wood for fuel.   

 Different types of wood have different 

heating values. You should expect to pay more 

for a cord of mixed wood containing a lot of 

seasoned hickory, 

for example, than 

an equivalent 

measure with 

mostly aspen or 

pine.  G e n e r -

ally speaking, 

you'll get much 

m o r e  h e a t 

(BTU‟s) from 

hardwood than 

f r o m s o f t e r , 

lighter wood.  

The bad news is 

that when it comes to available “native” fire-

wood in this area, generally Pine, Aspen and 

Cottonwood, all those woods are at the bottom 

of the heap when it comes to how much it takes 

to heat your living space or “recoverable BTUs 

per cord.”  

 As an example, the wood with the 

greatest BTU potential is Hickory with 19.39 

million recoverable BTU‟s per cord. White Oak 

has 17.99 million. Ponderosa Pine has 10.64 

million, Aspen 10.29 million and Cottonwood a 

paltry 9.45 million BTU‟s per cord. 

 Most firewood you purchase will be 

green and have a fair amount of water in it. It 

takes at least six months of air drying for wood 

to be considered seasoned and ready for burning.   

The greener the wood the more moisture there is 

in it and the more creosote will be coating the 

inside of your chimney. Lighter wood also 

leaves behind more creosote.  It is the buildup of 

creosote that causes 

chimney fires. 

 When select-

ing wood, also take 

into consideration ease 

of splitting, ease of 

ignition and burning, 

how much smoke it 

produces and its 

"coaling" qualities. 

"Coaling" refers to the 

ability of a species of 

wood to form a long- 

lasting bed of hot coals 

when burned. Coaling qualities improve with 

higher density.  While hardwoods burn hot, they 

are also hard to start.  Lighter woods are easier 

to cut, split and start, but don‟t produce as much 

heat. 

        

The Scoop on Firewood  by Rita Baysinger 

Important Information Regarding 

Firewood Use: 

● DO NOT stack your firewood next to your 

house or under your deck. 

● DO NOT EVER put fireplace ashes in a pa-

per or plastic bag or outside on the ground 
even in winter! Put them in a covered metal 
container. 

 There is no firm rule on how 

often you should clean a chimney. You 

cannot base a schedule by the number 

of years of service, nor can you break it 

down to the number of fires you have 

had in the fireplace. An inspection of 

the chimney is required to properly 

determine if a cleaning is required. 

 You can inspect your chimney 

by using your fireplace poker or other 

metal device to scrape away some of 

the black substance (creosote) from the 

fireplace lining. If the creosote buildup 

is paper-thin, no cleaning is required. If 

the buildup is 1/8 of an inch, you 

should schedule a cleaning. A buildup 

of 1/8 to 1/4 inch requires an immediate 

cleaning. If there is a buildup of more 

than 1/4 of an inch, you should not use 

the fireplace until it has been properly 

cleaned. (Make certain to wear eye pro-

tection and a dust mask when making 

your inspection.) 

Chimney  

Inspections 
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From the Chief…. 

 

How to Clean your Fireplace Chimney 

 

 You can opt to do this dirty job your-

self if you are comfortable spending time on 

your roof, buying the required cleaning tools 

and coming out on the other side of the job 

looking like a pair of eyeballs in a coal mine.  

 These instructions appeared on the 

following website.  There is also a link at this 

website to instructions for cleaning the flu of 

a wood burning stove and other helpful arti-

cles. http://www.ehow.com/how_11052_clean

-fireplace-chimney.html 

 

1. Buy a set of chimney rods and brushes at 

the hardware store. 

2. Change into old clothes and don safety 

goggles and a dust mask. Lay out a clean tarp 

in front of the fireplace. Cover the fireplace 

opening with a plastic tarp held on with duct 

tape. 

3. Open the fireplace's damper. This is the 

metal door up inside the fireplace, located just 

above the firebox; it prevents cold air from 

entering your home when you don't have a 

fire burning. 

4. Carefully climb up on your roof, taking the 

rods and brushes with you. 

5. Remove the chimney cap - sometimes 

called a spark arrestor - and check it for 

weather damage. The purpose of the chimney 

cap is to keep sparks from escaping your 

chimney. It also serves to keep out rain, small 

animals and debris. 

6. Assemble the chimney rods and brushes 

according to the equipment manufacturer's 

directions. 

7. Run the brush down the chimney, using a 

short up-and-down plunging motion. Some 

brushes are designed to twist as well. 

8. Go back inside the house and use a short 

chimney brush to clean the flue, which is the 

pipe that runs between the fireplace and the 

chimney. 

9. Use a vacuum cleaner or small broom and 

dustpan to remove the cold ashes and creosote 

from the fireplace and the damper. 

10. Brush the floor and walls of the fireplace 

with a stiff, dry scrub brush. 

11. Use the brush to clean the creosote built 

up behind the damper. 

12. Reach through the damper with a vacuum 

hose and vacuum the creosote out of the 

'smoke shelf,' a cavity behind the fireplace. 

13. Vacuum up all of the dust and debris. 

 Don't fall for low prices. A legitimate 

company probably won't take a ladder 

off the truck for $39. An inspection 

will probably cost about $75, and a 

chimney cleaning should go for at 

least $150 and take at least an hour. 

 Always ask for -- and check -- refer-

ences. Don't let anyone pressure you 

into fast action. Shop around and get 

two or three bids before you make 

your decision regarding which com-

pany to use. 

 Check to make sure the company is 

licensed and doesn't have a lot of com-

plaints. Not all areas require licensing, 

but many do. It may be worthwhile to 

consider if the chimney sweep is certi-

fied by the Chimney Safety Institute of 

America. 

· Make sure the company has up-to-date 

liability insurance. For more information 

go to http://www.scambusters.org/

chimneyrepair.html 

beware of Chimney  
Cleaning Scams       The process of  

training and certifi-

cation of emer-

gency services per-

sonnel is never 

ending.  It makes 

no difference if the 

emergency services 

personnel are in a full time paid city de-

partment, a rural volunteer  department or a 

combination volunteer/paid department 

such as we have here in Guffey.  It makes 

no difference if the person is a firefighter, 

medical responder or a combination of both 

as several of the S.P.C.F.P.D. personnel 

are, constant training is needed to stay cur-

rent.   

      There is a misconception that rural 

emergency responders do not have to meet 

the same standards as a city responder.  But 

the laws are clear.  We have to meet the 

same standards as full time emergency per-

sonnel; same training, same certifications, 

same standards.  The biggest difference is 

rural personnel do not get the volume of 

calls, so it‟s more difficult to keep their 

skills sharp.  It‟s nobody‟s fault, just part of 

living out in the country.   

      And there is another big difference.  

While full time emergency responders are 

paid to train and train on their duty time, 

volunteer responders train on their own 

time.  This very often requires traveling 

long distances and being away from home 

for several days. In addition, volunteers 

attend local weekly trainings.  Our volun-

teers make many sacrifices to be able to 

serve this community.       

      Our members are certified both at the 

state levels and federal levels.  Their certi-

fications and qualifications are too numer-

ous to list individually here in this limited 

space, but a broad overview of them fol-

lows. 

      Firefighter I & II (structural and wild-

land, state and federal);  Medical (EMT 

basic through advanced life support);  

Hazmat;  Public Information Officer 

(departmental and federal level);  Federal 

Fire Investigator.  Federal wildland fire 

qualifications are too numerous to list here.  

      When you see a volunteer emergency 

responder, please take the time to thank 

him or her for their dedication and their 

personal time spent ensuring your safety 

when you need help. 
                   

                   Gene Stanley- District Fire Chief 
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There‟s a white board in the garage 

of Firehouse #1 with a list of repairs and 

maintenance needed on all  Fire District vehi-

cles.  Most of those tasks will be handled by 

Jim Yoder, who holds the official title as 

SPCFPD Chief Engineer, as well as serving 

as a firefighter.  

 Although 

Jim‟s a volunteer, 

he takes his job 

with the District 

seriously.  “A 

position like this 

makes you feel 

responsible,” Jim 

told me recently.  

“When I signed 

my name on the 

line, I promised to 

help my commu-

nity and I‟ll do 

that to the best of 

my ability,” 

 Jim is in 

an ideal position 

to do the work 

that the Department needs.  After initially 

buying land on Slater Creek, he and his wife 

Arlene settled in their current location on 

Witcher Mountain, which just happened to 

have a large heated building ideal for working 

on large equipment and vehicles.  He calls 

himself „retired‟ but he keeps himself plenty 

busy with the fire vehicle repairs and helping 

out his neighbors.  “I‟m working on a wild-

land truck right now,” Jim said to me with a 

deadpan look, “and you‟re holding me up 

with this interview thing.” 

  Jim and Arlene have only been in 

so u the rn  P ark 

County for a couple 

of years.  They 

moved here after 

spending many 

vacations in the 

Colorado Rockies.  

Jim worked for 30 

years for a seed company in Iowa and married 

Arlene when he was 19 and she was 18.  They 

met when he was working in a repair shop 

owned by Arlene‟s uncle.  For most of Jim's 

career he built and ran large farming equip-

ment. The couple has a grown son and four 

grandchildren. “We were out here camping 

and sat down in a Starbucks and started look-

ing at ads for property.  Next thing you know, 

here we are.”  Jim and Arlene started working 

their way into the community with a sign 

posted on their road inviting their neighbors 

to “Cinnamon Roll Saturday.”  Twenty or so 

neighbors showed up. Arlene obviously 

knows that “nothin‟ says lovin‟ like somethin‟ 

from the oven!”  

  Family on both sides still lives in 

Iowa. Staying in touch takes a little more 

work, but they still go back for visits and host 

their Iowa clan in Colorado.  “We went back 

for a wedding in August and it was 100 de-

grees with humidity nearly 100%.  I couldn‟t 

wait to get back here.”  Jim doesn‟t miss 

Iowa‟s long, cold, gray winters, either.  He 

refers to the area around Guffey as the 

„banana belt.‟  “People don‟t understand that 

when it‟s 20 degrees outside, the sun‟s shin-

ing and the wind isn‟t blowing, I can have my 

morning coffee out on my deck.” 

 It was one of Jim‟s neighbors who 

led Jim to the Fire District. When Lawrence 

Epps had a fire at his place, 

Lawrence got involved in 

the Fire Department and 

soon lured Jim into it as 

well. He‟s been at it now for 

about a year. It took a while 

for Jim to get going, though, 

because while running down 

his neighbor‟s driveway the 

day of the fire, he broke his 

ankle.  But Jim says he‟s 

just about healed now and 

ready to get back to his dirt bike and hiking.  

He‟s even got a hunting trip planned with a 

neighbor, which will probably be history by 

the time you read this story.  He expects hunt-

ing to be a lot more challenging here than it 

was in Iowa.   

 "I've made a lot of good friends here. 

People I would have never met otherwise. I 

never thought I'd enjoy going out on fires,” he 

says when asked what he likes about volun-

teering for SPCFPD. "If 20 years ago some-

one had told me that I was going to move to 

Colorado and join the fire department in Guf-

fey, I'd have said, 'You're crazier 'n a pet 

coon,' because I had no ambition to [do] that 

at all."  

If you want to make the world laugh, 

tell it your plans. 

                                   Rita Baysinger 

If we pull together  

we can make our com-

munity 

better 

and ac-

complish 

difficult 

goals 

more 

easily because we are 

traveling on the com-

bined energy of one an-

other. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Jim Yoder 

“If 20 years ago somebody  

had told me that I was going 

to move to Colorado and join 

the fire department in 

Guffey, I‟d have said „You‟re 

crazier „n a pet coon.‟” 

Mark Your Calendars! The  

Community Holiday Potluck is  

December 17th at the Bull Moose.   
Holiday activities this year also include a Holi-

day Lighting Contest.  The judging will take 

place after dark on the 17th.  Santa will make an 

appearance to visit with all the kids...of all ages. 

This is an All Community Event coordinated in 

part by the SPCFPD Auxiliary. This year there 

will be prizes for best residential and best com-

mercial lighting display. 
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Rita Baysinger 

Dave Baysinger 

Flip Boettcher 

Jan Breslin 

Will Burkhardt 

Dale Cox 

Lawrence Epps 

Don Felton 

Harry Gintzer 

Jim Ivey 

Donavon Johnson 

Joan LePage 

Larry LePage 

Aaron Mandel 

 

Larry Marvin 

Karen Paupore 

Tim Paupore 

Randy Quick 

Don Rocksted 

Gordon Scott 

Seth Stahlman 

Gene Stanley 

Dave Tilton 

Donna West 

Randy West 

Kent Wierman 

Jim Yoder  

Love your SPCFPD Website?  
It’s the place for information 
important to you as a member 
of this Fire District, such as fire 
bans. Thanks to Seth Stahlman 
and Randy Quick who have 
made our website, 
www.Guffeyfire.net, a resource 
for all of us .  Visit it often to 
see what’s new. 

   

 

Why 

Plant 

Trees 

Planting trees on 

your property can 

help improve the 

quality of the land 

by: 

 - Protecting property and 
livestock from the wind 

 - Restoring or enhancing 
natural beauty 

 -  Reducing soil erosion and 
improving crop yields 

 - Providing food and cover 
for wildlife 

 - Increasing property values 

 - Increasing the number and 
health of forests 

 - Reducing water evapora-
tion, preserving winter mois-
ture, and protecting and im-
proving water quality 

 - Controlling snow drifts 

 - Reducing atmospheric car-
bon dioxide 

 - Reducing heating and cool-
ing costs. (by providing pro-
tection from sun and wind, 
trees can reduce energy costs 
by as much as 30 percent.) 

 - Protecting livestock from 
the elements, maintaining 
and improving livestock 
weight gain and reducing 
calving losses 

 - Increasing supplies of re-
newable resources 

 

The people below are on 

the roster of the Southern 

Park County Fire Protec-

tion District.  All but two 

of them are volunteers.  

We’d like to see your 

name on this list.  Become 

a volunteer.   

The Colorado 

State  

Forest 

Service 

Grows 

Trees for You 
 Driving through South Park on Highway 

285 during the winter can be a challenge if the wind 

is blowing snow across the road.  In some places 

snow fences have been built to help protect the road 

from ground blizzards, but the effort is not always 

successful. 

 Another option to stop the onslaught of 

blowing snow and dirt, whether along roads or 

around your property,  is to plant trees.  And the 

Colorado State Forest Service Tree Nursery is the 

place to go to fill that bill.  Property owners with 2 or 

more acres can purchase trees for extremely reason-

able prices from the CSFS.  Both conifers and de-

ciduous trees and shrubs are grown at the CSFS 

Nursery in Ft. Collins.  They are not for ornamental 

use, however.  The trees can be used for a number of 

conservation purposes that enhance the value and 

health of the land.  (See accompanying article “Why 

Plant Trees?”) 

       Continued on page 5 
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Several states in the region used to maintain 

tree nurseries, but most of them have gone 

by the wayside.  The CSFS nursery is now 

one of the few state-run nurseries providing 

nursery stock in the five states surrounding 

Colorado.  The trees go to private land own-

ers, other state agencies, conservation 

groups and even to the U.S. Forest Service.  

Trees are routinely shipped to Nebraska, 

Kansas and New Mexico. 

Trees and shrubs can take from one to three 

years to mature to the point that they are 

ready to sell.  Seedlings are protected from 

the harsh high altitude sun under fabric 

shade cloths and pampered with fertilizer.  

Many varieties are then moved to outdoor 

fields where they grow to about 20-22 

inches tall.  How long that takes depends on 

the variety and the weather conditions dur-

ing any given year.  One of slowest growing 

trees in the nursery  is the Bristle Cone Pine. 

Every fall trees that have achieved their 

ideal state of growth are pulled, graded and 

packed, several thousand to a box.  Accord-

ing to the nursery staff, no tree leaves the 

place “before its time.” 

The trees are packed with ice and wood 

shavings to keep them moist. They overwin-

ter in a large warehouse kept at 28 degrees.  

In the spring they are sent out to  CSFS 

Field Offices for sale.  Trees can be ordered 

and delivered to the office closest to the 

buyer, or picked up at the Ft. Collins Nurs-

ery at the CSU Foothills Campus.   

The nursery is set up under an enterprise 

system. No state funds go into it.  All the 

revenue that comes in is from the sale of the 

trees. The CSFS maintains about 130 acres 

of land at the Foothills Campus and uses 

about a quarter of it to grow trees. The ware-

house where the trees are sorted, graded and 

stored for the winter was built with proceeds 

from tree sales.  Right now the Nursery sells 

about one and a half million trees a year.  

                                                Rita Baysinger  

 

Colorado State Forest Service Tree Nursery 
(Continued from page 4) 

Chlorophyll production goes down as night length increases (fall and winter). The 

green colors are no longer reflected and other chemicals in the leaf become dominant, 

revealing red and yellow pigments. 

Weather during the period of declining chlorophyll pro-

duction influences intensity of colors. 

Warm fall weather generally reduces color quality. 

Moist soils following a good growing season contribute 

to greater color intensity. 

A few warm, sunny days and cool nights increase bril-

liance. 

Drought usually results in poorer displays. 

Leaves fall in autumn as part of a tree's preparation for 

winter dormancy. Because it is too cold for water to remain in the plant tissues 

(freezing water would rupture cells in the tree), and because the water in the soil is 

frozen and cannot be absorbed, trees shut down major processes in the cold months. 

Deciduous trees drop their leaves; conifers have strategies to maintain their needles 

during the winter.  Reprinted from http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/all-about-trees.html  

 

Why Do Trees Change 
Color in the Fall?  
(No, it’s not Jack Frost.) 

Who Do I Contact 
about Buying 
Trees? 
Colorado State Forest Service foresters are avail-

able to help you make the right choices regard-

ing your seedling tree purchases. For more infor-

mation, or to schedule a forestry consultation, 

contact your local forester or visit your county's 

nursery seedling cooperator. 

A Buyer's Guide (1.8 MB PDF), a catalog of 

deciduous shrubs, trees and evergreens grown at 

the CSFS Nursery, provides useful information, 

including color photos of many species. In addi-

tion, an easy-to-read chart, Species Suitability 

Guide for Colorado (55 KB PDF), is also avail-

able to download. http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/

buying-trees.html  

These publications include species' growth form, 

crown density, mature height, drought resis-

tance, cold hardiness, growth rate, life span, ele-

vational range, soil conditions, possible insect 

and disease problems, wildlife value, and sea-

sonal color.  Contact: 

CSFS Woodland Park District  

PO Box 9024  

113 S Boundary 

Woodland Park, CO 80866  

(719) 687-2921 

 
  
 

http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/all-about-trees.html
http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/buying-trees.html
http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/buying-trees.html
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Jan Breslin   

Sandra and Dale Cox  

Barbara Felton, V.President 

Don Felton   

Karen Frerich   

Susan Geiger, Secretary 

Deb Hotovey and Jim Ivey 

Hope Juda   

Ellen Kremkus   

Joan LePage  

Larry LePage   

Diane and Bernie Mann  

Kathy Mikesell and Doug 

Schellenger   

Vonne and Bruce Mohr  

Jane and Bill Pate  

Judy Quick, Treasurer 

Randy Quick   

Elaine and Don Rocksted 

Doris Schoepf   

Linda and Harry Stanley 

Davis Tilton, President  

Nancy Vasquez  

Join your friends below in the  

SPCFPD Auxiliary 

On Wednesday, July 6th, at approximately 

11:30 am, the Southern Park County Fire Pro-

tection District was called out for a large col-

umn of smoke on the south side of Baldy 

Mountain and SPCFPD responded with two 

type-6 engines, two 4000 gallon water tenders 

and an ambulance. 

According to Chief Gene Stanley, it took al-

most two hours to locate and drive close to the 

scene of the fire with the help of some air sup-

port from the Forest Service. 

Baldy Mountain is in a chain of three moun-

tains southwest of Guffey, 31-Mile Mountain, 

Baldy and Hammond Peak, all about 10,000 

feet or more in elevation, which are almost on 

the Fremont/Park county line in very rough 

terrain and limited access. 

The fire, which was burning in grass, brush 

and duff under the pine trees, consumed sev-

eral acres and apparently started by a lightning 

strike, was on a ridge above Mill Gulch on the 

southeast flank of Baldy Mountain on Bureau 

of Land Management land. The closest struc-

tures were a mile or more away and were not 

threatened, although the conditions were 

windy and extremely dry according to 

Stanley. 

Since the fire was on federal land and condi-

tions were so dry, the Forest Service re-

sponded with two single engine air tankers 

(SEATs), one helicopter, one 20-person hot 

shot crew, eight smoke jumpers, and one type-

6 engine. BLM responded with one type-6 

engine. 

The SPCFPD provided the water supply on 

the ground for the fire, and Stanley said it took 

9,000 gallons of water to contain the fire and 

do mop-up the next day, and that‟s not count-

ing any air drops the SEATs or the helicopter 

dropped.                           By Flip Boettcher 

Looking Northeast along the 

East side of the Ridge. (Photo 

Flip Boettcher) 

Mill Gulch Wildland Fire Started in Challenging Terrain 

4th of July at SPCFPD 

 

Members of the 

SPCFPD Auxil-

iary were on 

hand to make 

sure firefighters 

were fed and hy-

drated when the 

department re-

sponded to the 

Mill Gulch Wild-

fire. 
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Bouquets  
to Our Sponsors 
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GO TO 
www.guffeyfire.net 
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The FireHouse Dispatch is a publication in the public interest of the Southern Park County Fire Protection 
District. Contact the Editor at ritabaysinger@msn.com. The Board of Directors would like to thank all the ad-
vertisers and donors who make this newsletter possible.  Please consider advertising in future editions.  

SPCFPD Board of Directors 

Chairman:   Sam Calanni    719-837-2808 
President:   Flip Boettcher    719-429-3361 
Treasurer:   Anita Long    719-641-2950 
Public Relations:  Amy Mason, DVM   719-689-2262 
Director:   Harry Gintzer, Capt USN Ret.  719-689-3538 

Secretary to the Board:   Roberta Smith 
Fire Chief:   Gene Stanley            Deputy Chief:   Don Felton 

Southern Park County 
Fire Protection District 

(SPCFPD) 
PO Box 11 

1745 Park County Rd 102 
Guffey, CO 80820-0011 

 
Phone: 719-689-9479 

E-Mail: spcfpd2@wildblue.net 
Website: www.guffeyfire.net 

A volunteer fire department runs on the energy and com-

mitment of its volunteers.  You have a skill that can be used to 

make your community a better and safer place. There are train-

ing sessions almost every week at 7:00 on Tuesday evenings at 

Station #1 in Guffey.  Stop by and check it out!   

 

 

Volunteers Wanted 


