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Southern Park County Fire Protection
District Board Chairman Sam Calanni has
announced that Michael
Simpson of St. Amant,
Louisiana has assumed
duties as district fire
chief as of June 1, 2013.
The announcement follows a seven-month
search to replace Chief
Don Felton after his
death on October 27,
2012.
“We feel we
have found the ideal
choice for our district,”
said Calanni. “Michael
Simpson has the background, abilities and
personality to serve our
community with professionalism and enthusiasm. We welcome Michael and his wife Elisa
to our community.”
Simpson has served as a Captain,
Firefighter, and EMT in Industrial Emergency
Response at the DuPont Pontchartrain Plant in
Louisiana since 2007. Some of Simpson’s
proudest professional experiences, however,
included helping to design and establish, and
then serving as chief of a fledgling emergency
services department in the Funny
River community near Soldatna, on

the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska. “These people
really wanted a department and it was gratifying to be able to help make
it a reality,” Simpson
shared at a public meeting
in Guffey on May 11.
“We’ve enjoyed living in
small communities, and
Colorado winters certainly
won’t come as a shock to
us, so we think this will be
a good move for us.”
Simpson’s experience also includes service
as a Captain of Emergency
Response on the TransAlaska Pipeline at the Alyeska Marine Terminal in
Valdez, Alaska. He had
wildland fire experience in
Alaska, while serving with
the Mt. Lemmon Fire Department in Arizona, and
for five weeks in 2000 on
the Clear Creek Fire, a 200,000-acre type 1
fire near Salmon, Idaho in the Salmon/Challis
National Forest.
Simpson and his wife Elisa visited
Guffey, met with the board, and toured the
district May 11 and 12 before accepting the
board’s offer on May 13. Elisa Simpson will
remain in Louisiana for a time to sell their
home and close the gift shop she
owns near their home in Louisiana.

The SPCFPD Auxiliary Monday, June 10
Invites you to
5-8 p.m.
Meet our New Chief
Station 1
Also see the district’s
at a

Meet
The
Chief Spaghetti Feast

911

new engines and
equipment!

In an emergency call 911...If there is a fire in your home or on your property
call for help. Give clear directions to your property and leave immediately.

Comings, Goings, and Bouquets…
From Chief Simpson:

The Guffey community is fortunate to have the fire chief position filled
with Mike Simpson, a highly qualified individual relocating here from Louisiana. Mike
has many years’ experience as a fire officer
in wildland fire, structure fire, industrial fire
and a start up volunteer fire department in
Alaska. His years in small rural communities make Mike an excellent fit in our community.
I would like to thank former Deputy Chief Larry LePage for sharing responsibilities with me over these last seven
months. Thanks also to the community for
all the support it has given me and the district over the years. A mostly volunteer fire
department is totally ineffective without
community support.
Thank you all very much.

Neighbors, New friends, and Residents of
the Guffey Area,
It is with great pride and anticipation that my wife Elisa and I look forward to
our future as members of the community and
the fire district. With your help and support
we will continue to
make the Guffey
area a safe and
peaceful place to
live for many years
to come.
A
ver y
special
"Thank
You" to all those
who attended the
two-day grillin' on the 11th and 12th of Gene Stanley
May. Your warmth and kindness were instrumental in our decision to accept the
Chief position and strive to become valued
members of the community. Again, thank
you!

Larry and Joan LePage were literally packed and ready to leave for a winter
in the gentler climate of New Mexico when
word came of Don’s death. Joan has worked
on many projects over the winter to improve
the condition of the station.
The decision to place the safety and
welfare of their community above their own
comforts and desires is a testament to their
dedication and devotion to everyone who
relies on the SPCFPD for emergency response. We know all of you will want to
share in our sincere expression of thanks to
Gene, Kim, Larry and Joan for being there
when we needed them.
Board of Directors, SPCFPD

From the Board:

Thank You,

Yours in Public Service
Michael D. Simpson
Fire Chief
Southern Park County
Fire Protection District

From Former Chief
Gene Stanley:

“Farewell, again!”
Highly experienced in “Farewells”
from the fire chief position here in Guffey, I
have once again retired effective June 1,
2013. Having retired twice before and then
called back into service for various reasons,
I assure you once again that I will remain
with the district in the position of liaison
officer and wildland fire coordinator. I will
continue to be active in the federal wildland
fire system nationally and with the Department of Homeland Security.
After approximately 18 years with
our fire district I have mixed emotions concerning my retirement. After this length of
service though, I feel as I did in April 2012,
that it’s time to step aside and let new and
fresh ideas into our system to further growth
and development.
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Gene and Kim
Stanley
and
Larry and Joan
LePage
The Southern Park County Fire Protection
District suffered a serious loss last October
when Chief Don Felton passed away. Don’s
passing left a serious void in the district’s
emergency services leadership. A decision
had to be made quickly about how to fill that
gap until a replacement could be found.
Former Chief Gene Stanley, who
had retired (for the second time) in April of
2012 and former Deputy Chief Larry
LePage stepped up and agreed to share the
chief’s duties until a permanent replacement
could take up the district leadership. This
decision came at a considerable personal
cost to both of these families.
Gene and Kim had their hearts set
on enjoying the house they have spent more
than a decade and a half building, and
spending time out from under the constant
demands of Gene’s leadership role in the
department.

Planning for a
Wildland Fire Evac?
Include Your Animals
Veterinarian Amy Mason recommends
following the Emergency Planning
Workbook, a fifteen page PDF file put
out by EquineU.com and theHorse.com, to make your own animal
evacuation plan. The workbook is also
available from Mason by email. Even
though it is designed for horses one can
adapt it to any animal and it is the most
comprehensive emergency planning workbook involving animal care that Mason has
found.
Mason also plans to offer more Wildfire
Prevention and (GART ~ Guffey Animal
Response Team) Animal Evacuation Classes
in the near future. Amy Mason is a member
of the SPCFPD Board of Directors.

Chief Felton Honored at Fallen
Firefighters Memorial Ceremony
Don Felton, Southern Park County
Fire Protection District Chief, was honored
at the Colorado Fallen Firefighter Memorial on Saturday,
May 12 in Lakewood, Colorado.
Felton assumed
duties as District
Chief in April,
2012 and died
while on duty at
Station 1 in Guffey on October
27, 2012.
Don’s
widow, Barbara
Felton, his daughters Theresa and Jennifer,
his grandson Christopher Thomason, Chris’
wife Kirsten, and his two great grand-

daughters Skye and Talia attended the ceremony.
The Colorado Fallen Firefighters
Foundation presented Barbara Felton and
her family with a bronze medal and flowers
to commemorate the event. Chief Felton’s
name has been engraved on the granite memorial which now contains the names of
142 Colorado Firefighters who have died
serving their communities, state and country.
Governor John Hickenlooper honored the fallen in a speech and met with the
Felton family after the ceremony. Barbara
Felton was given a white dove to release at
the end of the event after which a whole
flock of doves was released into the cloudless sky above Lakewood’s Town Center
Park.

Also honored at the ceremony was
Jeff Davis of Platte Canyon Fire who died
April 12, 2012. Three other firefighters’
names were also added: Cruz Carbajal,
Kevin D. Keel, and Morris Dolan.
The Fallen Firefighters Memorial
is described by the Foundation as “a bronze
life-sized memorial on pillars of Colorado
rose granite [that] will forever mark the
ultimate sacrifice these men and women
made . . . . The fallen firefighters memorial
will represent their deeds in dignity for all
time.”
The memorial is maintained under
the care of the West Metro Fire Protection
District in Jefferson County.

Be part of the tradition of service
to community.
VOLUNTEER for the Southern Park
County Fire Protection District.

Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper greets Barbara Felton
after the Colorado Fallen Firefighter Ceremony May, 12.
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There’s a job that needs doing and it might not
get done without you. Give the firehouse a call:
689-9497. There’s training almost every Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. Stop by, bring a friend.
It’s a known fact that volunteers are the happiest people in the world!

Wildfire Season is Unpredictable
so Now is the Time to Prepare
You have probably seen diagrams like the
one below which illustrate how to mitigate
your property against wildland fire.

But protecting the land around your home
only goes so far: like as far as your house.
There are things you can do to harden your
house against a major wildland threat:

Your Roof is the most vulnerable part of your
home. Homes with wood or shingle roofs are
at high risk in a wildfire. Build or re-roof
with composition, metal or tile. Block any
spaces between roof decking and covering to
prevent embers from catching.
Vents on homes create openings for flying
embers.
 Cover all vent openings with 1/8-to 1/4inch metal mesh. Do not use fiberglass
or plastic because they can melt and
burn.
 Protect vents in eaves or cornices with
baffles to block embers. (Mesh is not
enough.)
Eves and Soffits should be protected with
ignition-resistant or non-combustible materials.
Windows can be broken by the heat from a
wildfire allowing burning material to enter
and start fires inside. Single-paned and large

windows are particularly vulnerable.
Walls made of wood products such as boards,
panels or shingles are combustible and not
good choices for fire-prone areas.
 Build or remodel walls with ignition
resistant building materials: stucco, fiber
cement, wall siding, fire retardant,
treated wood.
 Be sure to extend materials from foundation to the roof.
Decks within 10 feet of the building should
be built with ignition-resistant, noncombustible materials.
 NEVER store combustible items (like
firewood) beneath your deck.
Patio Covers: Same materials as roof
Chimneys should be covered with metal
screens just like vents to keep embers from
escaping and starting a fire.
Garages should have a fire extinguisher and
tools like a shovel, rake, bucket and hoe
handy for fire emergencies.
 Seal with weather stripping around and
under garage door to keep embers from
blowing in.
 Store all combustibles and flammable
liquids away from ignition sources.
Driveways and access roads should be built
and maintained to allow fire and emergency
vehicles to reach your home and preferably
be able to turn around. Ideally roads should
have a minimum of 10 feet of clearance on
either side, allowing two-way traffic.
 Ensure all gates open inward and are
wide enough to admit emergency equipment.
 Keep trees and shrubs trimmed over and
beside roads to allow emergency vehicles clearance.
Addresses should be clearly visible from the
road during daylight and at night.
Water Supply: Consider having multiple garden hoses long enough to reach all areas of
your home and other structures on your property. If you have a pool or pond consider
getting a pump.
Content in this article was adapted from the
University of California’s Homeowner’s
Wildfire Mitigation Guide

Safe Grilling Tips


Always use your grill outdoors, away from siding and deck railings, never inside the garage, never
under a covered patio or awning and definitely never on a porch or balcony.



Position your portable grill at least three feet away from fences or other structures and flammable
items like stacks of firewood.



Never store your grill when it’s still hot or even warm; wait until it cools completely before putting it
away, especially if you use a grill cover.
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The 2013 fire season is off to a slower
start than last year. According to Tim Matthewson, meteorologist for the Rocky Mountain
Coordination Center (RMACC), while drought
conditions are significant in and around our
district, they are also significantly better than
they were at this time last year. “The frequency
of low humidity combined with high wind
events is a third lower,” said Matthewson in a
phone interview. “Temperatures are cooler and
though there is a precipitation deficit it is not as
dry as last year.” Fuel moisture is also calculated into fire danger. During a severe drought
like we have now pine forests may have live
fuel moisture below the moisture content of
most kiln dried lumber, which averages 12%.
Matthewson analyzes computer models and historical weather patterns that inform
his detailed fire weather forecasts in the fivestate Rocky Mountain region, which includes
Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, Nebraska
and Kansas. During fire season, from June
through mid-October, Matthewson provides
weather briefings on a regional conference call
every day at 10:30 a.m. complete with moving
satellite and forecast maps.
When the media wants to know about
fire weather, they call Matthewson. The fruits
of his labors and his colleagues at RMACC are
available at http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/
predictive/outlooks.html Once you are there
you can move around and see daily projections
for each area in the region, current and out several days or weeks, along with lots of other
weather information.

What does this information mean to
you? If you are a property owner or just an interested citizen, when it comes to fire potential,
knowledge is power. Being aware of conditions makes you a better observer and a better
neighbor. Always check with the fire district
and obtain a burn permit before doing any
burning on your property. Even with a burn
permit, double check conditions and make sure
you follow all guidelines for burning before
striking that match. Wildland fire safety is everyone’s responsibility. Pay attention, be informed. Minutes matter when wildfires start. If
you see something, say something.

Jan Breslin was named the SPCFPD
Volunteer of the year at the department’s
awards banquet in January and exemplifies
the old saying, “if you want something done
ask a busy person to do it.” No matter how
hard she is working her smiling blue eyes
rarely cloud over.
Jan,
an EMT with
SPCFPD, has
lived in the
district
full
time since the
end of 1999
She and her
husband Mike
bought
their
property
in
1992 and built
their house on
weekends starting in 1994
before moving
up from Colorado Springs
p er manently.
She
started
working as a
paralegal
in
1987
and
though she's worked for more than one firm,
she has worked for the same attorney for 17
years. A lawyer she worked for when she
first moved to Colorado Springs is still one of
her best friends. She is obviously competent,
and extremely likeable.
Jan’s path to EMT work was not
easy, but knowing her, it isn't a surprising
one. Her aging parents used to visit every
summer and inevitably one or the other of
them needed the district's medical services.
Then her husband Mike developed cancer. "It
was very, very bad," she said, "and we had
to have emergency services out more than
once...including his last trip. I was so appreciative of what they had done for us, and I
always had it in my mind that I really should
look into volunteering but I didn't because I
worked full time."
Long story short, she met then
SPCFPD volunteer Don Felton and his wife
Barb. Don encouraged her interest in volunteering, lured her to a Tuesday night meeting
at Station 1 and, she says with a laugh, she's
been there ever since. "I loved the people; I
loved the idea of helping the community. I
loved the idea of firefighting. I loved everything about it." Jan describes herself as always being "pretty adept" in medical situa-
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tions. Her first jobs were in the medical field
and between her husband's illness and helping her aging parents it was an area where
she felt comfortable so she signed up for a
district EMT class. It was a no-go, but in
typical Jan-fashion she found another EMT
class and, backed by the fire district board,
got her EMT certification
after
graduating at the
top of her class.
Since then she
has also helped to
teach
EMT
classes as a lab
tech, which is the
hands on, practical part of the
course.
Being an
EMT
requires
focus, and an
ability to discard
distractions and
zero in on the
patient. Shortly
after her certification she and fellow EMT Joan
LePage
responded to a call. After getting back into the
ambulance Jan remembers, "Joan said to me,
'I can't believe they had a horse on the porch.’
I said, ‘they had a horse on the porch?’”
Laughing at the memory she said, "I walked
right past that horse and didn't even see it."
Jan has now taken the next natural
step, encouraged by then-Chief Gene Stanley,
and become a wildland fire 'line EMT'. Several department members work on wildland
fires in a variety of positions. Jan is one of
the most active. She must test for rigorous
physical qualifications every year, take annual safety refreshers and be ready to leave
for an incident anywhere in the country with
two hours notice. Once there she routinely
works 14-16 hour days, sleeps in a tent, and
works in difficult environmental conditions.
One of her favorite experiences so
far was on month-long assignment last September to a complex of fires in Washington
State. Called to assist an injured firefighter,
she drove on a narrow and precarious shelf
road. The firefighter, who had been hit by a
falling snag, was brought out to the road.
When she got there she recalls, "There's fire
on both sides of the road and the smoke was
thick and branches were falling and trees
were falling. I got him all splinted up and...I

loved every second of it. There's no explaining it. You do it because you love it.... I
really don't consider myself an adrenaline
junky at all ... but I love the intensity and
excitement of being on the fire.... I have an
enormous respect for wildland firefighters.
What they do is in an entirely different category from what I do."Jan feels part of a family at SPCFPD and looks forward to continuing her service. She encourages others to join
the department and find out what she has
come to love about it. "These are truly my
brothers and sisters. Feeling like you're a part
of a family is a very good feeling and knowing what you're doing for the community is a
really good feeling. It's....who doesn't want to
feel good?”

The volunteers listed below in
alphabetical order are on the
roster of the Southern Park
County Fire Protection
District.
We’d like to see your name on this
list. Become a volunteer. There’s a
membership form on the back page
of the newsletter or drop by Station
1 any Tuesday evening.
Dave Baysinger
Rita Baysinger
Flip Boettcher
Jan Breslin
Will Burkhart
Kale Casey
Dale Cox
Scott Elmore
Lawrence Epps
Harry Gintzer
Bill Harper
Jim Ivey
Joan LePage
Larry LePage
John Machan
Aaron Mandel

Maria Mandel
Kevin McNamara
Kathleen Mikesell
Joy Oliver
Ron Oliver
Doug Schellenger
Shelly Redderman
Don Rocksted
Gordon Scott
Seth Stahlman
Gene Stanley
Donna West
Randy West
Wendy West
Kent Wierman
Jim Yoder

IS YOUR PROPERTY
“INCLUDED” IN THE SPCFPD
(GUFFEY FIRE DISTRICT)?
Properties in Tax
Areas 0004 and 0020 are
within the boundaries of
our Fire District.

Check your
Park County
“Tax Area”
to find out .
ACT NOW!
Those in Area
0020 are “included” in the
District and pay taxes to
support the District. When
we respond to a call for
help or fight a fire on an
Area 0020 property, they
incur no fees or charges for
our response.
Those in Area
0004 are NOT “included”
in the District and pay no
taxes to support the District. Therefore, if we respond to a call for help or
fight a fire on an Area
0004 property, we must bill
the property owner a feefor-service based on response vehicles and time
involved. The fee typically
starts at $450 but often
totals thousands. Failure to
pay the fee can result in a
lien being placed on the
owner’s
property.
Fires can happen
anytime, anywhere. The
fact that there is an
“absentee” property owner
does not absolve us from
the responsibility to respond and does not absolve
the owner from the obliga-

tion to pay for our response
(see Colorado Revised
Statutes 30-10-513 and 3010-513.5).
Due to potential
financial risk, most of us
wouldn’t think about driving without insurance or
not insuring our homes.
Why risk the exposure of
not being included in your
Fire Protection District?
The annual cost to be included can be calculated by
multiplying a property’s
“Total Assessed Value”
by .007846 ($10,000 assessed value times .007846
would mean an annual tax
of $78.46; less than $6.54
per month).
Find your property on the Park County
Tax Assessor’s website
(www.parkco.org) or on
the paper copy of your last
tax bill. If the “Tax Area”
for your property is 0004
your property is NOT included in our Fire District.
If you’d like to
request inclusion, you can
download the appropriate
forms and instructions
from
our
website
(www.guffeyfire.net). Go
to Public Notices, then
under Forms & Documents
click on “Petition for Inclusion in Fire District” and
“Instructions”. Or simply
call the District at 719-6899479 for information.
The process is
simple, but YOU must
initiate it. ACT TODAY!

What would you call a situation where your SPCFPD has a need
for a number of very expensive radio
antennas to upgrade their communication system, and you learned that a big
city fire district just happens to have
many such antennas abandoned inplace on towers and fire stations because they bought a
costly new radio system that is incompatible with the older antennas? Does the word
“opportunity” come to
mind?
When contacted by SPCFPD
Communications Technician Dave Baysinger,
the West Metro Fire
Protection District
based in Jefferson
County said, “Sure,
you can have them, but
there’s a hitch.” Seems
there’s always a hitch.
“They’re taking up
airspace above our
stations,” West Metro
said, “but we can’t
afford to hire the crews to take them
down. If you can climb for them, you
can have them.” Done deal, gear on,
up we go, but not so fast. These little
aluminum treasures, each worth new

Love your SPCFPD Website? It’s the place for information important to you
as a member of this Fire
District such as fire bans.
Thanks to Seth Stahlman who
makes www.Guffeyfire.net, a
resource for all of us. Visit often
to see what’s new.
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between $795 and $1500, aren’t really
so little. These aren’t the antennas you
magnetically plop on the top of your
car or the little satellite antennas that
fit on the corner of a roof. Each of
these antennas can be quite a handful
weighing nearly 40 pounds, standing

22 feet tall and secured and abandoned
on perches as high as 80 feet in the
sky. The term low hanging fruit doesn’t apply here. But with help from
amateur radio operators Orlen Wolf
(WW0LF) and Dave Gillespie
(K0HTX), two seasoned climbers from
the Denver Radio Club, the job was

easy (relatively) and fun and free. And
what better place for friends to meet
for a little weekend recreation than on
“high steel”?
But how is it done? How do
you detach such a big antenna from a
high tower without a bucket truck or
helicopter? Removal from the top of a
tower involves bolting a mast section
to the tower so that a rope can be tied
just above the halfway point (center of
gravity) of the unwieldy tall antenna.
A pulley on the mast allows climbers
and their ground crew to pull down on
the rope raising the antenna up and out
of its clamps and then lowering the
prize gently to the ground. With the
right people and years of experience
and volunteerism, it’s simple…3 antennas from 3 stations in 4 hours.
Once transported to Guffey
Communications Officer, Doug Schellenger (KB0NSA) and the department
will place a total of 6 antennas
throughout the district to help our first
responders receive alarms more dependably and units to talk more clearly
to one another, from highway 9 on the
west to the Teller County line on the
east. Thanks West Metro Fire. Thanks
for the “opportunity.”

Shake Out Your Feathers!
4th of July in Guffey is
Red, Hot, and COOL
The SPCFPD Auxiliary is preparAs in past years, There will be ice
ing for the 2013 edition of the Guffey 4th of cream and a yard sale. Pizza has been added
July celebration. It will span the weekend to the menu this year. HawkQuest will reof July 4, 5 and 6 at Station 1.
turn this year bringing a Bald Eagle, a Barn
Owl and a Red Tail Hawk. The elusive
birds of prey will only ruffle their feathers
for their admirers on the 4th.
HawkQuest is a non-profit organization which, according to their web page
“fosters respect for our land and the stewardship of all living things. Our message
concerning the importance of biodiversity,
.
of the finality of extinction, and of man's
need to nurture his world is interwoven
with discussions of the raptors' place in our
ecosystem.” HawkQuest is the recipient of
the Colorado Alliance for Environmental
Education Non-Profit Award for Excellence
in Environmental Education.
As those who attended last year’s
HawkQuest visit can attest, these raptors
Immature Bald Eagle from
are spectacular and it is a rare treat to see
HawkQuest
them up close.

Auxiliary VP Don Rocksted and Gene Stanley
with the canteen which
allows Auxiliary members to provide food,
drinks and a place to
rest for weary emergency workers.

Your Donations Help Take
Care of Emergency
Personnel While They
Take Care of You
The Guffey 4th of July Celebration is the major fundraising event of
the year for the SPCFPD Auxiliary. The
Auxiliary exists for the sole purpose of
providing food, drinks, and rest areas
for our emergency personnel when they
are out on fires or other longer-term incidents.

Call Yard Sale Chairman Harry
Gintzer, 719-689-3538 or Auxiliary
President Doug Schellenger,
719-479-2822 for pick up. Or drop
off July 3-6 at Station 1.
The Auxiliary also needs the following items to use with their mobile canteen in support of working department volunteers: folding lawn chairs, ice chests,
bottled water, and Gatorade type (not
energy) drinks.
The Canteen will be on site at
the 4th of July Celebration so you can
see for yourself how the Auxiliary can
organize to meet the needs of SPCFPD.
emergency personnel.

Upcoming SPCFPD
Public Events


Photo Doug Schellenger


Douglas Schellenger,
President
Don Rocksted,
Vice-President
Susan Geiger,
Secretary
Elaine Rocksted,
Treasurer
Jane Pate,
Member at Large
Rita & Dave Baysinger
Diane Caserley

Don Cole
Oleta Fairless
Barbara Felton
Karen Frerich
Harry Gintzer
Bill & Nancy Harper
Deb Hotovey
Ellen Kremkus
Joan & Larry LePage
Pascha McKeough
Victor & Tess Malchesky
Diane & Bernie Mann
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Kathy Mikesell
Bruce & Vonne Mohr
Amy & Barney,
Jessica, Emily &
Ryan Mason
Judy Quick
Doris Schoepf
Edna & Martin Sloan
Roberta Smith
Davis Tilton
Nancy Vasquez



Meet the Chief Spaghetti
Dinner at Station 1 June
10 from 5-8 p.m.
4th of July Yard Sale, Ice
Cream Social and Pizza
July 4,5,6 9-4 Station 1
HawkQuest at Station 1
on July 4 ONLY

FireHouse Dispatch
Advertiser Spotlight

Chuck Rinkor
“The Woodchuck”
Rinkor’s wood service, owned by Chuck
Rinkor (also known as The Woodchuck), is
located several miles east of Guffey, and
easily recognized by the huge piles of cut
and split firewood located behind his house
there, the Chucklin’ Ranch.

poles into it on one side and the operator to
cut and split the 250-350 cords of wood Rinkor sells per year. The cut and split wood
falls from the machine onto the conveyor
belt, and moves up to the top of the pile and
falls off.
The machine will
process two to four
cords of wood per
hour, depending on
the diameter of the
log. A two foot
diameter log can be
cut to whatever
length is wanted
and split into up to
eight pieces every
eight seconds. Right
now Rinkor has
about 300 cords of
wood piled in three
huge piles behind
his house ready for
sale.
Rinkor states that
it is impossible to
make money in the
firewood business,
but he is happy to
employ two part
time employees and
Snowy “Woodchuck” Chuck Rinkor, his
donate the sawdust
woodpile, and one of his donkeys.
and residue to the
Guffey-area animal sanctuary,
When Rinkor and his wife Linda moved
Big Mountain Animal and Wildlife Sanctuhere, he bought his wood processing equipary owned by Sam and Mary Calanni on
ment to thin about 1000 trees located on his
Highway 9 north of Guffey, and to the Longproperty, he said.
hopes Donkey Rescue located in the Denver
Wanting to make additional use of the
area, as well as donating firewood.
equipment, worth about $150,000, Rinkor
Rinkor helps the Longhopes Donkey Resstarted his wood business five years ago.
cue by retraining their problem donkeys for
The wood processing equipment mainly
adoption. Currently Rinkor has six of his
consists of one huge machine, a conveyor
own donkeys, five Longhopes donkeys he is
belt and tractors which allows wood to be
retraining and three horses.
cut, split and piled in huge piles without
To contact Rinkor for firewood, call: 719anyone having to touch it by hand. The
689-0586.
wood processing machine takes two people
to run, one feeding sixteen foot long aspen
Story and Photo by Flip Boettcher

The FireHouse Dispatch page 8

Gene Stanley (above)
demonstrates the capability of
SPCFPD’s new Humvee, ready
to climb mountains and
‘Kick Ash’!
The Humvee made available to
SPCFPD through an agreement with the
Park County Sheriff’s Office last year has
been painted, outfitted, and is ready for
service.
The vehicle was one of four acquired from Fort Carson through the efforts of Park County undersheriff Monte
Gore. The vehicles stay in the sheriff’s
department inventory but are to be used
by the fire departments. The SPCFPD got
a two-seater pick up Humvee model and
the large bed in the back allowed for a
unit with a 250-300 gallon water tank.
Utility boxes were added on the side for
storage.
The Humvee, formally named
the “High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicle” (HMMWV) has a short
wheel base and a low, wide profile. It is
always in 4-wheel drive making it great
for rugged terrain. In the fire service it is
classified as a type 6 engine. In an email
to then-Chief Don Felton undersheriff
Gore said the Humvee would climb Mt.
Lincoln with the right driver.
Photos by Doug Schellenger
Flip Boettcher contributed to this story

IMPORTANT
NOTICE
Before doing any outside
burning check
www.guffeyfire.net for
burn bans in effect. Bans
are also posted at Station #1, 1745 CR 102, the
Guffey Community Center and Library, Rita’s
Place, the Freshwater, at
CR 88, mm1, CR 59 at
Ranger Station Rd, CR
102 at the county border
and SH 9 mm33. Burn
Ban Status is also available by calling 719-6899479. IGNORING A BURN
BAN CAN RESULT IN A
$1,000 FINE!
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Watch for a profile of a randomly selected
sponsor from this newsletter in every
issue of the FireHouse Dispatch!

Southern Park County
Fire Protection District
(SPCFPD)
PO Box 11
1745 Park County Rd 102
Guffey, CO 80820-0011
Phone: 719-689-9479
E-Mail: chief@guffeyfire.net
Website: www.guffeyfire.net

Chairman:
Director:
Treasurer:
Public Relations:
Director:

SPCFPD Board of Directors
Sam Calanni
Flip Boettcher
Anita Long
Amy Mason, DVM
Harry Gintzer, Capt USN Ret.
Secretary to the Board: Roberta Smith
Chief: Mike Simpson

719-837-2808
719-429-3361
719-641-2950
719-689-2262
719-689-3538

The FireHouse Dispatch is a publication in the public interest of the Southern Park County Fire Protection
District. The Board of Directors would like to thank all the advertisers and donors who make this newsletter
possible. Please consider advertising in future editions.
GO TO

www.guffeyfire.net
 Burn Bans
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